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ABSTRACT 



This study examined tne responses children cade on a 



photo sorting task when, given a choice between ^^e and- sex as a 
basis for pairing photographs of Black and White cltildren their own 
ages* It was .hypothesized that children in racially integrated, 
schools -would as&e relatively fewer sofctings based on race than their 
counterparts in racially hoaog^.Tisous schools* Of additional interest 
was whether sorting patterns by sex, across, racial lines, varied if 
the subject. hisself was included in the pairing^, as/distinguished 
froa his pairing of others\ across racial £ines* Results showed that . 
white children, whether they attended racially integrated. schools br ' 
.all-white schools, hadsijtilax sorting patterns ♦ Bafceandsex 3 
acratbership of students generally, had no significant effepts-on the£r, 
sorting patterns* (Aut'ho^/PC) ^ . T :•; ; ^ v 
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Studies by Kuethe and his associates (Kuethe, 1962a, 1962b, 196k; Kuethe 
.& Strieker, \i963; -Kuethe & Weingartner, 23$kj have shown that When subjects 

•place felt figures of Adults and children of both .sexes^ on a field, the figures 
ar,e placed in spatial arrangement with one another according* to certain pat- 
terns. For example, figures of a man and a woman .are usually placed near each 
other, with same-sex, pairings rarely occurring; a- figure of a child is placed. . 
closer to the figure of jem 1 - adult female^than to the figure of an adult male. 
The * associations that individuals make on these tasks are presumedto correspond 
to. the way they ^perceive people in life as "belonging- together" . Kuethe/ (I96H) 
defines these mental associations of people by an individual as "social scheniata". 
This, study was concerned with the associative strength of race and sex in the 
social schemata of young children, some of whom attended racially integrated 
schools and some of whom attended schools having racially* homogeneous student 

.* populations* Specifically, the study examined th§~ responses children made on 
a photo sorting task when given a choice between race and sex as aAjasis for 
pairing --photographs of Blapk and White children their owri ages, . It was . 
hypothesized that children in racially integrated schools would mike relatively 
fewer sbrtings based on rac.e than their counterparts in racially homogeneous 
schools* Associations among individuals by sex membership, with race not- 
withstanding, would seem to be more coromoriTto their experiences and observa— 
tions.. Given only the two criteria, the latter group would>seem more likely to 
regard people as belonging together because they are "members of. the same race, 
£ince associations* by sex across racial lines would be a more rare occurrence 
in their experiences,. Although no predictions were made in advance, subjects 
ver^ also compared by race and eex membership on the associations they made 
Tising the two criteria, 

The 'experiential task used in the study involved 'sorting two-inch, black 
& white photographs of children according to race or sex in a series of forced- 
choice situations. Four different photographs, consisting of faces only, of .a 
.. White boy (WB), White girl (WG), Black Boy* (BB), and Black girl (BG) were used^ 
in the study.. The subjects in the" phot bgraphs were eight-year old children. ^ 
These materials -were prepared especially for the study. The sorting tasl$s 
were performed >rith combinations of three photographs at a time, with the 
following combinations being used: WG,-BG, BBj WB, BQ, BB; WB, BB, WG; and 
WB, TvGj, BG. The sorting tasks were preparfcj^in a booklet which was presented 
to i each subject at the time of performance. -^Che booklet consisted of X lk" . 
. 6ized\ pages . Three circles ,^hich were the same si#e as the photographs, were 
drawn in outline on the front side of each page. Two of the circles were 
placed next to each other on one ejlge of the page and the third circle was 
isolated from them, located horizontally *at th^ opposite edge. Envelopes 
eontixini^g three photographs were attached to the back side of each i>age. When 
tfte booklet was opon to. any page, /he sorting task to be performed appeared at 
th.e.iubjec^*^ right sidd and they$aterials to be used on -that page wess-^on- 
tained ih the envelope to bis imediate left* Short pieces of adhesive^ape, 
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Viiich could be exposed *Tor adhesion on both sides by stripping, were attached 
to the "back of each phonograph. These were used by the subject- to hold the 
photographs in place once sortings were made*~ The general instructions to all. 
subjects were as follows: "look at the three pictures in the envelope and then 
laok at the three circles on the page: /ion will see that two of the circles 
are" together and the other circle is separated from them. Take the two pic- 
tures you think ghould go together and put them in the two circles that are 
close to each other. Put the other picture in .the circle N $hat is alone on the 
other side of the page* n Using the combination W&, BG, EB x as an example, if 
the subject placed the two pictures of the females in the adjacent circles, he 
was considered to be - sorting by sa^C In a similar vein, he Was considered to » 
be sorting by race* if he placed the two pictures of the Black\children in the - 
adjacent .circles.. It was. possible to sort the pictures in a mknner which did 
notscefleet the Use of race or sex as a basis of association. Some sortings 
were made in this manner. ✓ \ 

_: ■ V - \ 

The subjects for the study werb 328 second-grade children from six public 
\chools in Toledd, Ohio. The student populations in two of the schools were 
cbra^i^d of White children only. Participants from these schools consisted 
of ^^^b^and 50 'girls. Participants from the remaining four school^*, which 
were\raci&^Ly integrated, consisted of 52 White boys, k$ White . girls, ^Sk Black 
boys a^d 65^^Lack girls. The experimental tasks were administered in small 
groups ^^-l^frstibjects per group. Two iaales, one White and one Black, Served . 

as experim£ft4£r$, With each being equally involved in all sessions." \ 

C ^ i , \ 

The number and. percentages of race/sex sortings by various groups ara\ shown 
* in. Tables 1 and 2. \ ' \ £r * \ • , ^ \ 

The data were analyfcad by a/ series of chi square tests. The analysis \ . 
focused principaftly on six sM>groupings of subjects, based on race, sex, and \ 
type of school attended. For all of ,the groups, race was the more prepotent \ 
of, the two bases for making associations- among %^ildren. The ratio was on an v 
order of almost 2 to 1. The proportions' of race/se^c^ortings did not vary 
significantly among the six groups, using the chi square -test of differences x x 
between proportions (KLugh, 1970) as a test of signi?icaftqe^* Specifically, 
white children attending racially integrated schools did^nol? .differ significantly 
from white children attending all-white^schools in m the proportions of Porting on 
the "criteria of race and sex. Also, race and sex membership of" students had no 
significant effects on-their sorting patterns. _ 

* „\ \ 

Of additional interest in the investigation was whether sorting' patterns 
by sex, accross racial lines, varied if the subject himself was included* in the 
pairings,' as distinguished from his pairing of others accross racial lines v 
For example, if a Whitfe girl is given pictures of a White boy, Black bey, arid a 
Black girl, would classification by race be as dominant as in 1 instancfes in which 
she is sorting the combination, White girl, Black girl, and Black hoy? Assuming, 
that she sorted by sex in both cases, ^in the former instance she is integrating 
others across racial lines, whereas, in the latter she is integrating herself. 
The rationale for hypothesizing that a difference may exist in the two situations 
was as' follows: In the American culture, it is often the case that individuals 
Xu\e a- more affirmative position towards racial integration if the* matter involves 
others than if it .involves themselves. Comparisons of subjects in the two 
contrasting situations did not indicate, however, that this tendency was re- 
' fleeted in^the photo sorting tasks. 
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^The proportions of sortings tha*** were based neither on race nor sex varied 
from 7$ to 38$ among the various groupings and picture combinations. This 
outcome is difficult to explain. On the^one hand, it might be supposed that ' 
some subjects did not fully understand the Sorting tasks. However, examination 
of the data did not indicate that particular individuals failed repeatedly 
to use the two criteria. Rather the incidences of non-criterial sorting were 
distributed accross individuals. Another^ explanation is that the criteria 
of race and sex, in these instances, were subordinated to individuals 1 own, 
subjective criteria, wtiich transcended racial and sexual lines. This seemed, 
to be a more plausible explanation since all subjects clearly demonstrated an 
awareness of the twc5 criteria. ' . 

The findings that all groups made hore associations based oil race than on 
sex, suggests that the children may regard members of the same race as having 
more in conpon than members of the same sex. However, it would be premature a 
to reachjthese-conclu&ions on the basis of the data from this study alone. 
It wcfUla be^ necessary to know whether the children's sortings mirrored what 
they observed about human interaction patterns in 'society, or wnether their 
sortings reflected a logical conceptual basis .for making associations among 
objects and events in their environment. It is also true that situational 
factors' and purposes would Effect what associations might be made, giveft a 
choice between the two criteria. .For example, sex* might ^be used predominantly 
in pairing persons for certain types. of athletic activities. , The?e matters re- 
quire more controlled study*, and they suggest interesting lines of inquiry for 
future research. 
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